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 First of all, I would like to thank everyone involved in giving me the opportunity 

to be a scholarship recipient. I am truly honored and was super excited to be selected for 

the Cheesemaker scholarship. Secondly, I would also like to thank everyone who helped 

put together this year’s conference in Sacramento. There is an incredible amount of work 

that goes into making the conference happen and it all went very smoothly for me as an 

attendee. 

 

 Having never flown before, I was both really eager and nervous to make the flight 

to California. We flew into Sacramento early Tuesday afternoon and registered for the 

conference. That evening I attended a poolside first time attendee reception put on by the 

Sartori Company. I immediately felt welcomed and at home eating fantastic Sartori 

cheese and talking with other cheese professionals who were also new to the conference 

experience. The pub crawl after the reception offered a great opportunity to meet and 

mingle with some of the areas local Cheesemakers and try some of their products. 

 

 The following three days were filled with enlightening activities. Each day I 

attended a tasting session where presenters were very knowledgeable on their topics. The 

tastings offered me the opportunity to network and hold open discussions with other 

cheese fanatics. The flavor session dug deep into showing how varied everyone’s palate 

is, which I found very interesting and truly enjoyed. One of the highlights of the 

conference was attending Ari Weinzweig’s lecture on successfully managing ourselves. 

He is a true inspiration. I walked out to there realizing and wanting to make changes in 

my day to day life that would affect everyone and everything around me. 

 

 I had a great time at the awards ceremony. It was so nice to see people being 

rewarded for the hard work and dedication it takes to be successful in this business. The 

camaraderie among Cheesemakers makes me glad to be a part of this spirited community. 

The festival of cheese and meet the Cheesemaker events were great opportunities to meet 

Cheesemakers from all walks of life and to be able to try over 1,600 cheeses! 
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 Every night we had the opportunity to indulge ourselves at some of the local 

establishments. It was easy to see why Sacramento is considered the farm to fork capital. 

Everything was fresh and delicious. Hock Farms was one of my favorites with their 

rotating farm to glass cocktails. I also enjoyed some fantastic Asian cuisine and had my 

first sushi experience at Bento Box. The highlight of my dinning experience was the 

night of the “dine around”. We wisely chose to eat at the The Grange. They offer a true 

farm to fork experience with a great atmosphere and I was with fantastic company. 

 

 The conference was a wonderful and motivating experience. I wish everyone 

involved in the dairy business could attend. It is refreshing and inspiring to be in the 

company of the talented minds this event draws in. I came back home to Wisconsin with 

a fresh and renewed excitement to do great things at Carr Valley. Thank you again for 

this opportunity and I hope to see you all again soon. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


