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One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eleven cheeses under one roof – what else 
could a cheeselover ask for?  I had heard so many wonderful things about the 
American Cheese Society Conferences, I was ecstatic when I found out I won a 
scholarship and was afforded the opportunity to attend the Rally in Raleigh!  
From the minute I arrived to the moment I left, my trip was filled with 
meeting some of the most influential people in the cheese industry and 
tasting some of the most amazing cheeses I have ever tasted!  I had the 
pleasure of meeting some of the finest cheesemakers in the world and 
learning valuable lessons as well.  I attended many sessions throughout the 
week that were very important to my understanding of the cheese industry.  
From Ari Weinzweig’s “Creating a Vision” and “12 Natural Laws of Business” 
to the “Managing Successful Promotions” to Dr. Susan Zucker’s “Traceablity” 
sessions, I took away meaningful lessons -- all were of the utmost value.    
 
The sense of community I felt throughout the conference was astonishing!  I 
have never felt so much encouragement, support and kindness in any other 
industry. Successful people share information and data, while unsuccessful 
people tend to horde info and data.  I noticed that ACS is filled with successful 
people!  Whether is was fellow cheesemakers, distributors, or retailers, not 
once did I feel that the cheese industry is “cut throat”, which is a real pleasant 
feeling.   
 
The Town Hall Meeting was also a great experience.  Hearing the voices of so 
many different individuals: their thoughts, concerns, ideas, and successes 
were all motivational.  I feel that the open mic format is a great idea as it gives 
anyone the opportunity to speak and share their opinions.  David Gremmels 
announcement regarding the 200 FDA audits that have been budgeted and 
slated for the fiscal year 2012-12  was a real eye-opener.  Thanks to ACS, we 
feel very prepared for the time when we have our audit.   It’s a great feeling to 
know I am a member of an organization that I can rely on for guidance and 
support when it comes to critical issues. 
 
My days have been very busy and a bit chaotic since returning from the ACS 
conference.  My mind was filled with great ideas and practices during the 
conference and I have been putting these valuable teachings to work. Without 
the financial support from the Scholarship Committee, I would not have been 
able to attend this year’s conference and I would not have gained the 
knowledge and understanding of the cheese industry.    I feel extremely 
fortunate to have been selected by the ACS Scholarship Committee to attend 
the ACS conference in Raleigh.    THANKS YOU ACS!  I can’t wait for next year! 


