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Being chosen for the ACS scholarship was a pivotal moment in our cheese making lives. 

Not only were we excited and thrilled to be chosen but we knew it was going to be an 

amazing experience for us as cheese makers and entrepreneurs. When you get off a plane and 

head to a room full of cheese makers and cheese lovers a unique feeling comes over you. 

Though it may be your first time at the American Cheese Society Conference you feel as 

though you are home. You are with people who understand you; people who see your vision. 

You can say words like p. candidum or lactobacillus helveticus and people know what you’re 

talking about. It’s something that we weren’t used to and it took a few minutes to realize that 

you could talk about these things or ask questions and people had quick answers that made 

sense, they had advice for the questions that you’ve been thinking about for years. It was an 

incredible first impression and we quickly realized what we had been lacking: fellow cheese 

makers!  

 

The First Time Attendee’s Reception wasn’t just filled with the sweet smell of cheese; it 

was filled with instant friends and allies. We were quickly greeted by a fellow artisan cheese 

maker, which sets your mind at ease, as we talked cheese and shared our stories of how we 

came to be there. We had instant connections and friendships that would last the entire 

event; we met friends for life. After the reception we were asked to help cut cheese. Now to 

some this may seem as an imposition but to us it was a fantastic opportunity to see the 

cheese world come to life. Thousands of cheeses filled the carts and tables, smells of milk and 

cheese filled the air. People happily cutting cheeses and giving their two cents on whom the 

winners should be. It was a great experience that I think every attendee should get the chance 

to do. 

 

The Pub Crawl was next on the list and we ran to the first bar. We talked cheese again and 

tried some great beers, and we got advice from each new cheese maker we got to meet. We 

laughed and ate and enjoyed the night away.  From there we continued to enjoy the 

conference. We attended several presentations and tastings, all of which were helpful, 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-a&hs=qH8&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&q=lactococcus+helveticus&spell=1&sa=X&ei=Ob4JUozxNIOGyAHN0YGoDA&ved=0CCoQvwUoAA


educational and fun.  We were also able to get our cheese in front of a Scholar-in-Residence. 

This alone was an invaluable experience and a wonderful resource that the ACS provides to 

its members. Though it’s a scary thing to present cheese to people with such knowledge and 

presence we knew it was something we had to do and we learned things that we wouldn’t 

have otherwise about our own product. 

 

This was the big take away for us: That the ACS is a wonderful resource for its members. 

The level of support, encouragement, information and friendships we took felt and received 

was astounding and inspiring.  We will be coming back for more and we hope to pay forward 

the kindness and support that we received. We were honored to be chosen as scholarship 

recipients but even more honored to be welcomed into a new community.  

 

This experience has most certainly change our lives and will make us better cheese makers. 

Sincerely,  

Joel & Rachel Wilcox 

Oolite Cheese Company 

 

    
 


