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I was very grateful to receive a scholarship to attend the 2017 Cheese with Altitude ACS 
Conference in Denver!  My goal for this conference was to soak up as much as 
possible, observing and learning not only for myself and my business, but also in order 
to report back to the Maine Cheese Guild. It was great to put some names with faces 
and meet folks in such a great setting. I arrived in Denver with two of my friends and 
fellow Maine cheese makers a full day early to help with the time and altitude 
adjustments. My friends had attended several past conferences and had described their 
experiences to me, but it still left me unprepared for the overwhelming experience of 
actually being there! We attended the Oldways Cheese Block Party that first night and 
spent some time reconnecting with some of our favorite neighboring cheese nerds 
before heading out to the cheese crawl to meet, taste, and get to know Denver a bit 
more. 

The first session I attended was Teaching the Trade with Louella Hill and Ivan Larcher. 
Both spoke about their experiences with teaching different types of workshops. I was 
inspired by Louella’s experiences. I have really enjoyed teaching cheese making, and I 
believe there is an interest in more experience-based tourism and also in self-reliant, 
skills-based workshops. For me, this was a great session to start off the conference. It 
gave me some ideas to consider for working into my business plan. 

I really enjoyed the Self Starter workshop! The Maine Cheese Guild has brought Peter 
Dixon to Maine several times over the last 10 years to teach workshops to our 
members. I enjoy his down-to-earth approach. I’m glad Rachel Schaal was on the panel 
as well and joining them was Mateo Kehler. There were many cheesemakers in the 
room, which Mateo may have been oblivious to, but I personally enjoyed being 
surrounded by, and a part of a room full of such knowledgeable cheesemakers. Seeing 
two vastly different approaches to developing your own cheese cultures was just great. 
Cheesemaking has taught me time and again that there is always more than one right 
way to accomplish any number of tasks. Several members of the Maine Cheese Guild 
are also interested to see some followup on Peter and Rachel’s Cornerstone project. I 
thought this was one of the most interesting sessions for cheesemakers during the 
entire conference as it speaks to what could be a growing trend and an important part of 
the future of cheese making in America. 

Friday morning, I attended the Cheese Guild Leaders’ Meeting and it was another great 
session! I am currently the VP of the board of the Maine Cheese Guild. We are lucky to 
have a very active Guild and a rapidly growing cheese community here in Maine. So it 
was great to be around a table and getting a feel for the other Cheese Guilds out there 
around the country! There will soon be a website that allows the various cheese guilds 
to communicate more easily and hopefully will expand collaborative and learning 
opportunities across state lines. I was also happy to hear about the efforts of newer 
Guilds or Guilds that are just starting up. 

All in all, the conference was quite an experience to take in. Attending the conference 
allowed me to make new connections, reconnect with old friends, it inspired new ideas, 



and gave me some insight into the industry at a big-picture level. I would absolutely 
recommend applying for the scholarship to anyone out there considering it for future 
conferences. I’m already looking forward to attending next year’s conference in 
Pittsburgh. Thank you again to the scholarship committee and thank you to ACS for all 
the work you do! 


